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“Inside Criminalized Governance provides key new insights into the ways that 
organized crime groups govern populations and territories in the world today. 
Building on compelling evidence, including vivid ethnographic description and 
analysis of spatial control, Barnes offers a nuanced model of how interactions 
between criminal groups, their rivals, and the police affect how many in Latin 
America’s cities are governed.”
– ENRIQUE DESMOND ARIAS, Baruch College, CUNY

“How and why do gangs govern urban populations? Drawing on years of 
fascinating fieldwork in Rio de Janeiro – including ethnography, interviews, 
and archival research – Barnes argues that rival groups, police, and residents 
shape how gangs use coercion and provide benefits. This is a major conceptual, 
theoretical, and empirical contribution and a must-read for scholars of non-state 
armed governance in contemporary Latin America.”
– ANA ARJONA, Northwestern University

“Barnes goes granular on criminalized governance to depict its roots, dynamics, 
and forms. This is a marvelous, insightful, and enlightening book to be reckoned 
with in the years to come. Hard to put it down because it takes us inside a world 
few dare to examine and understand.”
– JAVIER AUYERO, UT Austin

“Based on three years of ethnographic fieldwork in Rio de Janeiro, 
Inside Criminalized Governance brings the political nature of criminalized 
governance to the fore. This is, at the same time, a nuanced ethnography on 
how the urban margins are ordered and a theoretically driven study destined 
to make a significant impact on several disciplines, including sociology and 
criminology. I highly recommend it.”
– FEDERICO VARESE, University of Oxford and Sciences Po
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“An astounding, sweeping, and beautifully written intellectual exploration 
of the rich, complicated, and worldly lives of people of African descent as 
they negotiated experiences of enslavement and emancipation in the early 
modern Iberian Atlantic.”
Yesenia Barragan, Rutgers University

“Ireton guides the reader through the early modern archive pointing to 
sources that bring into focus themes long held to be unimaginable. She 
charts new ground in this brilliant study of slavery and freedom.”
Herman Bennett, author of African Kings and Black Slaves: Sovereignty 
and Dispossession in the Early Modern Atlantic

“Behind the letters, trials, and petitions examined in this book, readers 
can piece together the lives of these Black men and women in both 
metropolitan Spain and the colonies, in tandem, as never before.”
Alex Borucki, University of California, Irvine

“Beautifully written, deeply researched, and centered in life stories, Ireton 
provocatively expands upon our knowledge of freedom and unfreedom.”
Karen Graubart, author of Republics of Difference: Religious and Racial  
Self-Governance in the Spanish Atlantic World

“This book is a marvel of methodological inventiveness and scholarly rigor.”
Tamara Walker, author of Exquisite Slaves: Race, Clothing and Status in 
Colonial Lima

“Ireton reminds us of Black individuals’ agency and dynamism within 
the early modern Iberian world, mustering a wealth of new evidence to 
document their multiform efforts to safeguard their liberties and loved ones.”
David Wheat, author of Atlantic Africa and the Spanish Caribbean,  
1570–1640

Early Spanish Atlantic
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From Colonial Cuba to Madrid examines the largest and most complex 
freedom suit litigated in the highest court of the Spanish empire at the end 
of the eighteenth century. Filed by hundreds of re-enslaved Afro descendant 
people who had lived in quasi-freedom in eastern Cuba for more than a 
century, this action drew on local customary practices and broader cultural, 
political, and legal discourses rooted in the Spanish Atlantic world to put 
forward novel claims to collective freedom and native-based rights at a time 
when questions of slavery, freedom, and citizenship were igniting in many 
parts of the Atlantic world. Intersecting law, society studies, and the history of 
slavery, María Elena Díaz offers a carefully researched study of one of the few 
communities of Afro descendants that managed to secure freedom and political 
and legal recognition from the Spanish Crown during the colonial period.

“A startlingly original study of more than a thousand freed persons, former royal 
slaves who were re-enslaved and then litigated for their liberty. Díaz investigates 
the unusual legal arguments these men and women, through their Black 
advisors and representatives, deployed to present themselves as a free people, 
native to a free Black town, within the context of the Bourbon Enlightenment. 
Continuing her compelling microhistory of the people of El Cobre, Díaz reminds 
us that there is still much to learn from enslaved and free Black litigants in the 
Spanish empire.”
Karen Graubart, author of Republics of Difference: Religious and Racial  
Self-Governance in the Spanish Atlantic World
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The Organizational Roots of 

New Parties in Latin America
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“How do some new parties gain support and endure? This innovative 
and rigorous analysis argues that, surprisingly, civil society organizations 
reassure and guide voters, communicating party messages, persuading 
potential voters, and building lasting partisan attachments. An 
indispensable book for scholars of party politics and representation.”
Anna Grzymala-Busse, Michelle and Kevin Douglas Professor of 
International Studies, Stanford University

“This book employs state-of-the-art empirical research designs and data 
generation techniques to identify the role of civic associations and their ties 
to emerging parties as causally consequential for the electoral careers of the 
new party competitors.”
Herbert Kitschelt, George V. Allen Distinguished Professor of International 
Relations, Duke University

“As political parties weaken across the world, identifying viable paths 
to party-building has become an essential task. Creating Partisans does 
precisely that. Anyone interested in the fate of contemporary political 
parties should read it.”
Steven Levitsky, David Rockefeller Professor of Latin American Studies 
and Professor of Government, Harvard University

Cover image: MAS supporters during an 
electoral campaign event in El Alto, Bolivia, 
October 2019. Photo by Mathias Poertner.
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“Back to Black provides a compelling explanation for the recent increase 
in the number of Brazilians who have self-identified as black. De Micheli 
employs a wealth of qualitative and quantitative evidence to show that 
the increasing educational access of poor Brazilians has reshaped their 
identities by increasing their exposure to information and social networks. 
The book is a model of clear writing and rigorous scholarship and has 
important implications for other Latin American countries, particularly 
given the rising educational levels across the region.”
Raul Madrid, Professor, University of Texas at Austin

“David De Micheli convincingly documents Brazil’s surge in non-white 
racial identification and asks how this counter-intuitive ‘reclassification 
reversal’ occurred. This groundbreaking contribution helps set a new 
agenda for comparative race and ethnic politics research, placing 
ethnoracial group formation at the center of our understandings of 
political contestation in Latin America.”
Jana Morgan, Professor, University of Tennessee

David De Micheli is Assistant Professor of Political Science and Ethnic 
Studies at the University of Utah. He was previously Post-Doctoral Fellow 
at the Center for Inter-American Policy and Research at Tulane University. 
De Micheli’s research has appeared in World Politics, Government and 
Opposition, and Latin American Politics and Society.
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