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The Many Lives of  

Raúl Grigera and the Power  

of Racial Storytelling in Argentina

P A U L I N A  L .  A L B E R T O

Celebrities live their lives in constant 

dialogue with stories about them. 

But when these stories are shaped by 

durable racist myths, they wield undue 

power to ruin lives and obliterate 

communities. Black Legend is the 

haunting story of an Afro-Argentine, 

Raúl Grigera (“el negro Raúl”), who in 

the early 1900s audaciously fashioned 

himself into an alluring Black icon 

of Buenos Aires’ bohemian nightlife, 

only to have defamatory storytellers 

unmake him. In this gripping history, 

Paulina Alberto exposes the destructive 

power of racial storytelling and narrates 

a new history of Black Argentina 

and Argentine Blackness across two 

centuries. With the extraordinary 

Raúl Grigera at its center, Black Legend 

opens new windows into lived 

experiences of Blackness in a “White” 

nation, and illuminates how Raúl’s 

experience of celebrity was not far 

removed from more ordinary experiences 

of racial stories in the flesh.

A
lberto

PAULINA L. ALBERTO is an Argentine-

born historian of Afro-Latin America, 

currently Professor of History, Spanish, 

and Portuguese at the University of 

Michigan. She is the author of Terms 

of Inclusion: Black Intellectuals in 

Twentieth-Century Brazil and co-editor 

of Rethinking Race in Modern Argentina. 

She won the Roberto Reis Prize for Best 

Book in Brazilian Studies, the Warren 

Dean Prize for Best Book in Brazilian 

History, and the James Alexander 

Robertson Prize for best article in the 

Hispanic American Historical Review.

Cover image: “Raúl Grijeras [sic] – el negro Raúl” (ca. 1910). 
Credit: Archivo General de la Nación Argentina, documento 
fotográfico. AR-AGN-AGAS01-DDF-rg-622–288222. 
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“This book is a gem. Beautifully written, meticulously researched, it reaches across 

the borders of our hemisphere to help us think in complex and humane ways about 

race, the power of storytelling, and nocturnal life in Buenos Aires.”

JEREMY ADELMAN, Princeton University

“Alberto uses the skills of a sleuth to recover the life of Buenos Aires’s famed 

‘negro Raúl’ and those of a truly gifted historian to help us think not just about 

Blackness in Argentina but also about the very real power of stories in the lives of 

individuals, communities, and nations. A fascinating, beautiful work of history.”

ADA FERRER, New York University

“Black Legend is an extremely innovative book that brings together the best kind 

of historical work, weaving together life story and national myth with the writing 

of history itself. Through meticulous research, Paulina Alberto tells the life 

and afterlives of Black celebrity Raúl Grigera, providing a deep analysis of the 

long-lasting effects of racial storytelling in Argentina’s self-definition as a nation. 

Offering a counter narrative of Grigera’s life, Alberto reminds us that a story  

well told can play as powerful a role in dismantling racism.”

KEILA GRINBERG, author of A Black Jurist in a Slave Society

“Poignant and penetrating, Black Legend is a sensitive biography of one complex 

man and a multilayered history of a community, city, and country all vying to script 

Blackness in the turbulent twentieth century. A book as much about the power of 

stories in political culture as the deep and shadowed racial past of Argentina,  

Black Legend is a stunning achievement.”

TIYA MILES, Harvard University and author of The Dawn of Detroit:  

A Chronicle of Slavery and Freedom in the City of the Straits

Cover illustration: Havana, Cuba – September 7, 
1994: Cubans thronging around a truck 
transporting rafts to a nearby beach for people 
seeking refuge in the US when the termination 
of Soviet aid and trade after the superpower’s 
collapse spurred an economic crisis in Cuba 
(Janis Lewin/AFP via Getty Images).
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“Susan Eva Eckstein has given the first comprehensive account of US immigration 
policy’s treatment of Cubans, who for more than half a century enjoyed incredible 
privileges compared to other immigrants. Her account is an indispensable road 
map for understanding the growth of the Cuban diaspora in the United States and 
how it came to enjoy a powerful place in American politics.”
William M. LeoGrande, American University

“A fascinating account of how Cuban immigrants’ success resulted from decades 
of policies that worked to their advantage. Eckstein also convincingly reveals how 
immigration policies do much more than regulate entrance and exit. They double 
as foreign policy and social welfare policy and, once they are in place, they are 
very hard to reverse. Rigorously researched and historically grounded, this book 
adds a new, important twist to debates on why immigrant integration and social 
mobility come easily to some groups and evade others.”
Peggy Levitt, Wellesley College and Harvard University

“In Cuban Privilege, Susan Eva Eckstein lays bare the political origins of Cubans’ 
preferential access to immigration visas and federal entitlements in America’s 
Cold War politics, enabling them to create not only a prosperous economic 
enclave but also a potent electoral block that compelled successive governments 
to maintain and even expand their privileges over nearly six decades. After reading 
the book, one is compelled to ask not why other immigrants can’t be more like 
Cubans, but why the government can’t treat other groups like Cubans.”
Douglas S. Massey, Princeton University

“Cuban Privilege is the story of how eleven presidents from Eisenhower to 
Obama accorded Cuban immigrants privileges denied to all other immigrants. 
By contrasting the different treatment afforded to Dominican and Haitian 
immigrants, Eckstein demonstrates the interplay of race, foreign policy, and 
politics in our immigration system. A terrific history and sociology of immigration 
policy, this book is a window into the realities of America’s messy and unequal 
immigration policies. Must-reading for the immigration expert and the general 
reader alike.”
Mary C. Waters, Harvard University

CUBAN  
PRIVILEGE
The Making of Immigrant Inequality in America

Susan Eva Eckstein

“At a time when democracy is under threat around 
the world, Gamboa’s impressively researched and 
cogently argued book about Venezuela and Colombia 
spotlights how a democratic opposition that plays by  
the institutional rules can thwart the ambitions of 
aspiring autocrats to consolidate power. Resisting 
Backsliding is essential reading for students of 
comparative democracies.” 
 – Frances Hagopian, Harvard University

“The most urgent question for democrats today is not  
‘Why do voters support leaders with authoritarian 
aspirations?’ but ‘How can we confront those leaders 
once they are in power?’ Gamboa offers answers 
grounded in rigorous comparative research and in 
sound normative principles. This book charts the path 
for a new research agenda.” 
 – Aníbal Pérez-Liñán, University of Notre Dame

“Although democratic erosion has generated much 
scholarly attention in recent years, we still know little 
about how to stop it. Resisting Backsliding helps fill  
that gap. In this well-researched and carefully argued 
book, Laura Gamboa highlights the critical role of 
opposition strategy in determining whether elected 
autocrats succeed or fail.  This book is a must-read  
for anyone concerned about democratic backsliding  
in the contemporary world.” 
 – Steven Levitsky, Harvard University

Cover image: GUILLERMO LEGARIA / 
Stringer / Getty Images

Cover design: Holly Johnson

Opposition Strategies against  
the Erosion of Democracy

RESISTING 
BACKSLIDING

LAURA GAMBOA
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The Politics of Animal Disease  
in Mexico and the World
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“Rath’s superb study is a model of intrepid historical investigation, explanatory 

 clarity, analytical acuity, and narrative grace. The stories he narrates  

make for compelling reading but they also constitute the all-too-human  

evidence of the bio-political stakes of managing animals and germs and the 

fraught development of Mexico’s post-revolutionary ‘livestock state’.”  

Raymond Craib, Cornell University

“Rath shows there was nothing ‘natural’ about the disease and shows 

instead how capitalism, state-making, diplomacy, and scientific debate 

shaped the reception, diffusion, and eventual demise of this dreaded plague. 

A remarkable and vastly researched work that pushes against conventional 

narratives of domination, coercion, and resistance in Mexico and beyond.” 

Gema Kloppe-Santamaría, author of In the Vortex of Violence: Lynching, 

Extralegal Justice and the State in Post-Revolutionary Mexico

“This book is a must-read for anyone interested in postwar US–Mexico 

relations, social mechanisms of opposition, resistance and negotiation,  

and modernization and development.”

Elisa Servín, Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Historia, Mexico

“Rath’s story of cows and how to kill them is an extraordinary work. Told with 

verve, intelligence, and a wry wit, it is an original meeting of political, 

environmental, and new US imperial history. One of the two or three most 

important books on mid-century Mexico.” 

Benjamin T. Smith, author of The Dope: The Real History of the Mexican 

Drug Trade

Thomas Rath is Associate Professor of 

History at University College London. He is 

the author of Myths of Demilitarization in 

Postrevolutionary Mexico, 1920–60 and 

numerous articles, chapters, and reviews on 

Mexico’s political and social history.

Between 1947 and 1954, the Mexican and 

US governments waged a massive campaign 

against a devastating livestock plague, aftosa 

or foot-and-mouth disease. Absorbing over 

half of US economic aid to Latin America 

and involving thousands of veterinarians 

and ranchers from both countries, battalions 

of Mexican troops, and scientists from 

Europe and the Americas, the campaign 

against aftosa was unprecedented in size. 

Despite daunting obstacles and entrenched 

opposition, it successfully eradicated the 

virus in Mexico, and reshaped policies, 

institutions, and knowledge around the 

world. Using untapped sources from local, 

national, and international archives, 

Thomas Rath provides a comprehensive 

history of this campaign, the forces that 

shaped it – from presidents to peasants, 

scientists to journalists, pistoleros to priests, 

mountains to mules – and the complicated 

legacy it left. More broadly, he uses the 

campaign to explore the formation of 

the Mexican state, changing ideas of 

development and security, and the history 

of human–animal relations.

Cover image: A rancher posing with his Brahman 

cow on a ranch in Michoacán, Mexico, circa 1952. 

(Photo by Earl Leaf/Michael Ochs Archives/

Getty Images)
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Front cover: Thibault Van Stratum / Art in All of Us / Corbis News / 
Getty Images. Indigenous woman as a graffiti artist. Painting of an 
Aymara woman creating street art (a common form of protest) with 
spray paint in La Paz, Bolivia, 2016.
Back cover: Stian Rønningen / Alamy Stock Photo.
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“A wonderful overview of Latin American politics, 
offered through a clever thematic lens that is 
matched with rich empirical detail and discussions 
on the very latest research. The comprehensive 
coverage of the region’s contemporary politics 
is excellently grounded in the historical focus 
that comprises the first part of the book. I have 
been waiting for a textbook like this; I look 
forward to using it in my undergraduate class.” 

David Doyle, University of Oxford

“An exceptionally useful textbook for students 
of Latin American politics. The textbook 
strikes a highly effective balance between the 
analysis of regional themes and the exploration 
of specific country experiences drawn from 
across the region. Another distinctive strength 

is the skill with which it explores classic topics 
such as democracy and authoritarianism 
while also covering political issues that have 
gained prominence more recently, including 
neoextractivism, gender quotas, and conditional 
cash transfers.” 

Kent Eaton, University of California, Santa Cruz

“An ideal book for my undergraduate class on 
Latin American politics. The book covers classic 
themes, along with new ones, and countries 
that my students enjoy discussing. It has a 
welcome consideration of women, indigenous 
peoples, and Afro-descendants. Each chapter is 
clearly organized and presents arguments in an 
engaging way.”

Astrid Arrarás, Florida International University

Cover design by Zoe Naylor.
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JUAN PABLO LUNA

A Comparative 
and Historical 
Analysis

The Institutional Legacies of  
Civil War in Central America
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Cover image: People demonstrate in demand 
of the resignation of Guatemalan President 
Otto Perez as a corruption scandal rocks 
the government, at Constitution Square 
in Guatemala City on May 16, 2015. 
(JOHAN ORDONEZ/AFP via Getty Images)
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“Rachel Schwartz has written a theoretically creative and unusually empirically 

rich book that deserves wide readership. Anyone interested in the intersection 

of conflict and statebuilding will need to reflect carefully on the lessons of this 

excellent piece of research.”

Paul Staniland, University of Chicago, and author of Ordering Violence

“Building on stunning fieldwork and archival research in Nicaragua and 

Guatemala, Schwartz shows that civil wars cause state weakness not 

because they destroy institutions, but because of new institutions built by 

counterinsurgent elites empowered by wartime crises. This is the first truly  

novel account of how wars make states to appear in quite some time.  

Schwartz sheds new theoretical and empirical light on war, institutions,  

and the state in contemporary Central America and far beyond.” 

Hillel David Soifer, Temple University, and author of State Building in  

Latin America

“Undermining the State from Within generates important insights that help 

make sense of the challenges facing contemporary post-conflict settings.  

Based on evidence from Central America, Schwartz argues convincingly that 

the emergence and crystallization of institutions undermining the state are more 

generally shaped by the nature and strength of the counterinsurgency’s political 

coalition. It is a must read for anyone interested in the lasting institutional 

consequences of civil conflict for statebuilding.”

Gustavo A. Flores-Macías, Cornell University, and author of Contemporary  

State Building

Rachel A. Schwartz is Assistant Professor of International and Area Studies  

at the University of Oklahoma.
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Cover image: Image of an Aztec calendar, courtesy 
of the Library of Congress Jay I. Kislak Collection. 

Cover design: Andrew Ward

“Death in Old Mexico brings a gruesome crime into the light of day, confronting 
both the problem of the crime itself and our fascination with spectacular 

killings. With painstaking attention to historical context, Nicole von Germeten 
makes these events proximate, even intimate, plunging the reader into the 
material and emotional world of colonial Mexico. It is a testament to her 

writing that the experience proves as unsettling as it is illuminating.”

Sylvia SellerS Garcia, author of The Woman on the Windowsill: A Tale of 
Mystery in Several Parts

“The title of this stunningly original new book barely hints at the complex 
creativity awaiting the reader. A spoiler alert suggesting that the introduction 

be read last - I agree! - strongly hints at von Germeten’s ingenious use of 
narrative tension, as she strives with resounding success to balance scholarly 

empiricism with the imaginative insights of True Crime writing.”

Mat thew r eStall, author of Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest and  
When Montezuma Met Cortés

“Death in Old Mexico takes readers on a textual tour of death. In doing so, 
von Germeten’s work challenges methodological certainties while compelling 

us to question our ongoing investment in the intertwining of violence 
and entertainment.”

williaM e. Fr ench, University of British Columbia

“Fast paced and compellingly written, Nicole von Germeten’s book analyzes 
the paper trail of the infamous Dongo murders and their aftermath, viewing 

the events from different vantage points and perspectives of gender, urban 
policing, and state surveillance in multiracial colonial Mexico City. In the 

process, she offers a rich and complex picture of a multiracial society on the 
cusp of modernity.”

Martha Few, author of Women Who Live Evil Lives: Gender, Religion, and the 
Politics of Power in Colonial Guatemala

CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN COMPAR ATIVE POLITICS CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN COMPAR ATIVE POLITICS

Cover illustration: Mexico-Michoacan-Violence, 
15th February, 2014 ©  Alfredo Estrella / 
Collection: AFP / Getty Images

EDUARDO MONCADA

Victims, Criminals, and States in Latin America

RESISTING
EXTORTION

“Drawing on fascinating case studies in Mexico, El Salvador, and Colombia, 
Resisting Extortion offers important comparative insights into how Latin Americans 
confront crime amid state inefficacy and corruption. This work opens theoretical 
pathways and will provide important new avenues of thinking to students and scholars 
of Latin America as well as policymakers seeking to address some of the greatest 
challenges affecting the region.” 
- ENRIQUE DESMOND ARIAS, Marxe Chair of Western Hemisphere Affairs,  
Baruch College, City University of New York

“Resisting Extortion is a powerful combination of outstanding theorizing, elegant 
style, and courage. Eduardo Moncada takes us to a different level in understanding 
why, when and how civilians use varying strategies to respond to criminal extortion. 
The ideas in this book are novel and exciting and will change the way we think about 
civilian responses to criminal groups.”
- BEATRIZ MAGALONI, Professor of Political Science and Director of the Poverty, 
Violence and Governance Lab, Stanford University

“How and why do the responses of victimized communities in Latin America vary? 
Through revealing comparative analysis and intensive fieldwork Moncada finds 
answers in the local context and political economy. This is a major contribution not  
only to the study of coercion and collective action, but also to the broader analysis  
of Latin America’s distinctive political economy.” 
- BEN ROSS SCHNEIDER, Ford International Professor of Political Science, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

“Based on impressive multi-method and multi-sited fieldwork, Moncada masterfully 
identifies and explains different paths of resistance, including everyday forms  
of resistance, vigilantism, and/or coproduction of order. Resisting Extortion  
is a pathbreaking book not only because of its theoretical apparatus and rich  
conceptual innovation but also because of its highly original fieldwork and deep 
ethnographic sensibility.” 
- DEBORAH YASHAR, Professor of Politics & International Affairs, Princeton University
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Cover illustration: Antonio Joseph (1921–2016), Storm 
Landscape, c.1950s. Image courtesy of the Chicago Gallery 
of Haitian Art. Born in Barahona, Dominican Republic, to 
Haitian parents, Antonio Joseph was a refugee who fled 
the 1937 Genocide. He became one of the most important 
Haitian artists of the twentieth century.
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SECOND-CLASS 
DAUGHTERS
Black Brazilian Women 
and Informal Adoption 
as Modern Slavery

ELIZABETH HORDGE-FREEMANA F R O - L A T I N  A M E R I C A

“Second-Class Daughters is a beautifully written and theoretically rich book that offers an expansive 
and nuanced portrait of informal adoption in Brazil. In centering the experiences of filhas de criação, 
Hordge-Freeman reveals the blurring of the line between exploitation and intimate familial ties, while 
also reminding us of the disturbing ways that racial pasts are layered onto the present.”
Tianna Paschel, University of California, Berkeley

“Written with deep compassion, insight, sensitivity and astute knowledge of the ways race, gender 
and class structure Brazilian society, Elizabeth Hordge-Freeman’s new book is a must read for 
all those studying Brazil. It reveals how families deemed safe and sacred by many, can be the 
very place where devastating and life-changing discrimination and socialization into second-class 
citizenship can occur. By again focusing on families, Hordge-Freeman adds another major research 
accomplishment to her important work on race, class and gender in Brazil.”
Bernd Reiter, Texas Tech University

“A beautifully written account of Black impoverished girls given up for ‘adoption’ to families to raise 
as their daughters who instead became unpaid exploited child workers laboring within a web of 
ambiguous family contexts of affective bonds of gratitude, passion, and love. Hordge-Freeman weaves 
these life stories to expose the legacy of colonial slavery embedded in the structural disadvantages 
of racialized and gendered systems of oppression. Second-Class Daughters never loses sight of the 
women’s strategies of freedom and resistance and the structural changes required to end this 
labor exploitation.”
Mary Romero, author of The Maid’s Daughter: Living Inside and Outside the American Dream

Elizabeth Hordge-Freeman is Associate Professor of Sociology, Senior Advisor to the President 
and Provost for Diversity and Inclusion, and Interim Vice President for Institutional Equity at the 
University of South Florida. She received a Fulbright grant to Brazil and Ruth Landes Memorial 
Fellowship to conduct this research. Her first book, The Color of Love, won three book awards, 
including awards from two sections of the American Sociological Association and the Society for the 
Study of Symbolic Interaction. More about the author can be found here: www.drhordgefreeman.com.

Cover image: Brazilian little girl holding a doll. Rio de Janeiro
State, Brazil. Photo by Igor Alecsander, courtesy of E+ via 
Getty Images.
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