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Gender and Ethnicity in Colonial Panama

BETHANY ARAM
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Anchoring an Empire is a bottom-up exploration of how gender and ethnicity 

shaped the lived experience of Spanish subjects across the sixteenth- 

and seventeenth-century isthmus of Panama. Focusing on understudied 

historical actors, Bethany Aram sheds light on how indigenous Americans, 

Afro-descendants, and Europeans contributed to critical debates on 

race and gender. From the Caribbean port cities of Nombre de Díos 

and Portobello, to Panama Viejo on the Pacific coast, free, enslaved, and  

in-between women and men managed to become arbiters of Spanish and 

competing interests. Those who lived and died in these cities sustained 

them as hubs of interaction, communication, and commerce. Whether 

victims, beneficiaries – or both – of the slave trade, these individuals found 

ways to meet and to exploit the region’s episodic demand for housing, 

provisions, and other services. Their expertise grounded transport and 

trade, with a lasting impact on processes of mobility and globalization.

Bethany Aram is Full Professor of Early Modern History at the Pablo de 

Olavide University of Seville. She is the author of Queen Juana “the Mad” and 

Leyendas Negras y Doradas en la Conquista de América.

Cover image: MA 3900, Histoire naturelle des Indes: 

manuscript, ca. 1586., fol. 124 recto. ca. 1586. 

The Morgan Library & Museum, New York.
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AFRO-LATIN AMERICA

LONG NINETEENTH
CENTURY

IN THE

Slavery, Freedom, and the Writing of History

“A groundbreaking volume that invites debates on Mexican independence, 
citizenship, and representation into generative dialogue with the scholarship of the 
African diaspora. Afro-Mexican Lives is a triumph and the long-awaited bridge to 
the afrodescendiente experience of the nineteenth century. From Coahuila to the 
Costa Chica, from Mexico City to Veracruz, the authors dismantle the erasure and 
invisibility of Afro-Mexican history in new and urgent light.”
Pablo Miguel Sierra Silva, University of Rochester

As the first book-length examination of abolition and its legacies in Mexico, this 
collection reveals innovative social, cultural, political, and intellectual approaches 
to Afro-Mexican history. It complicates the long-standing belief that Afro-Mexicans 
were erased from the nation. The volume instead shows how they created their own 
archival legibility by continuing and modifying colonial-era forms of resistance, 
among other survival strategies. The chapters document the lives and choices of 
Afro-descended peoples, both enslaved and free, over the course of two centuries, 
culminating during the Mexican Revolution of 1910. Contributors examine how 
Afro-Mexicans who lived under Spanish rule took advantage of colonial structures 
to self-advocate and form communities. Beginning with the war for independence 
and continuing after the abolition of slavery and caste in the 1820s, Afro-descended 
citizens responded to and, at times, resisted the claims of racial disappearance to 
shape both local and national politics.

Theodore W. Cohen is Associate Professor of Africana Studies and History at 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale. His book Finding Afro-Mexico: Race 
and Nation after the Revolution (Cambridge University Press, 2020) won the 
Howard F. Cline Book Prize in Mexican History from the Latin American 
Studies Association.

Nicole von Germeten is Professor of History at Oregon State University. Her many 
publications include Death in Old Mexico: The 1789 Dongo Murders and How They 
Shaped the History of a Nation (Cambridge University Press, 2023).

Cover image: 1826 Map of Mexico Michael Maslan / 
Corbis Historical / Getty Images

Designed by EMC Design Ltd

Lawmaking under 
Authoritarianism

Factions, Institutions, and  
Outcomes Across Dictatorships

Alejandro Bonvecchi and Emilia Simison

Bonvecchi 
and Sim

ison
Law

m
aking under A

uthoritarianism

Why are legislatures more powerful in some authoritarian regimes 
than others? Why does influence on policies and politics vary 
across dictatorships? To answer these questions, Lawmaking under 
Authoritarianism extends the power-sharing theory of authoritarian 
government to argue that autocracies with balanced factional politics 
have more influential legislatures than regimes with unbalanced 
or unstable factional politics. Where factional politics is balanced, 
autocracies have reviser legislatures that amend and reject significant 
shares of executive initiatives and are able to block or reverse policies 
preferred by dictators. When factional politics is unbalanced, notary 
legislatures may amend executive bills but rarely reject them, and 
regimes with unstable factional politics oscillate between these two 
extremes. Lawmaking under Authoritarianism employs novel datasets 
based on extensive archival research to support these findings, including 
strong qualitative case studies for past dictatorships in Argentina, Brazil, 
and Spain.

Alejandro Bonvecchi is Professor of Political Science at Universidad 
Torcuato Di Tella. He is also an Independent Researcher at the National 
Council of Scientific and Technical Research (CONICET). His work focuses 
on the political economy of decision-making in legislatures and executives 
about economic and social policies.

Emilia Simison is Lecturer in Latin American Politics at Queen Mary 
University of London. Her research focuses on the comparative political 
economy of policymaking and policy change under both authoritarian 
and democratic regimes.

Cover image: Tanques em frente ao Congresso 
Nacional (1964), Arquivo Público do DF

Alejandro de la Fuente 
Cary Aileen García Yero

My Own 
Past
Afrodescendant 
Contributions to 
Cuban Art

In late eighteenth-century Havana, 
residents frequently referred to the 
existence of large communities of 
negros and pardos as “officers in the 
trade of painter”’ and the authors of 
“exquisite works.” But who are these 
artists, and where can we find their 
works? What sort of works did they 
produce? Where were they trained, 
and how did they master their crafts 
with such perfection? By centering 
the artistic production and social 
worlds of artists of African descent 
in Cuba since the colonial period, 
this revisionist history of Cuban 
art provides compelling answers to 
these questions. Carefully researched 
and cogently argued, the book 
explores the gendered racial biases 
that have informed the constitution 
of the Cuban art canon; exposes how 
the ideologues of the slave owning 
planter class institutionalized the 
association between “fine arts” 
and key attributes of whiteness; 
and examines how this association 
continues to shape art historical 
narratives in Cuba.

de la Fuente and 
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Alejandro de la Fuente is the 
Robert Woods Bliss Professor of Latin 
American History and Economics, 
Professor of African and African 
American Studies, and Director of 
the Afro-Latin American Research 
Institute at Harvard University. He 
is the author of four books, and 
his work on slavery, inequality, 
Afrodescendant mobilization, and 
art, have been published in English, 
Spanish, Portuguese, French, Italian, 
and German.

 Cary Aileen García Yero 
is a scholar associate at the 
David Rockefeller Center for Latin 
American Studies at Harvard 
University. Her writings on race, 
nation, and the arts appear in the 
Latin American Research Review 
and Studies in Latin America 
Popular Culture, among other 
publications. Her work has been 
recognized by the Latin American 
Studies Association, Canada’s Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council, and the Alexander von 
Humboldt Foundation.

Cover image: Alexandre Arrechea, Desperate Measures, 2019, 
UVI ink on wood, 19 x 31 x 1 ½ inches. Courtesy of the Artist.

Cover design: Andrew Ward

9781009586467: de la Fuente and G
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“My Own Past brings to light the contributions of artists of African descent 
in Cuba from the sixteenth century to the present. Thought-provoking and 
groundbreaking, this unprecedented book helps foster the emerging field of 

Afro-Latin American art.”

Roberto Conduru, Endowed Distinguished Professor of Art History, 
Southern Methodist University

 “Rigorously researched and comprehensive in scope, this book writes the 
history of Cuban art anew and will be an essential reference for years to 

come. It not only reconfigures the terms of dominant narratives on Cuban 
art; it also offers crucial methodological insights into the relationships 

between racial formations and art in Latin America.”

 Agnes Lugo-Ortiz, The University of Chicago, and co-editor of  
Slave Portraiture in the Atlantic World

 “Alejandro de La Fuente and Cary Aileen García Yero’s ambitious work 
constitutes a monumental effort to understand Afro-Cuban contributions 

to Cuban art. This work explores the key questions of what constitutes 
Afro-Cuban art, why it is significant, and how it has developed over time. 

It challenges the traditional framing of people of African descent solely 
through the lenses of resistance, economic conditions, and racism. Instead, 

the book highlights Afro-Cuban individuals as active agents of change in the 
arts. It provides a roadmap linking their transformative impact to various 

African traditions and ideological needs.”

Barbaro Martinez-Ruiz, Tanner-Opperman Chair of African Art History in 
Honor of Roy Sieber, Indiana University

Designed by Dani Leigh

Cover image: Museo de la Palabra y la Imagen

“The Making of Revolutionary Feminism in El Salvador is a must-read 
for understanding the recent history of Central America. This exhaustive 
investigation unties the knots of silences that have invisibilized the role 
of women in popular struggles.”
CARLOS HENRÍQUEZ CONSALVI, Director of the Museum of the Word 
and Image, El Salvador

“Diana Carolina Sierra Becerra’s book is a beacon for despairing times. 
The Revolutionary Feminism of El Salvador emerges through careful 
ethnography with women fighters to restore their analysis alongside their 
lives. Becerra provides a sharp clarity of vision about the women and men 
in El Salvador whose courageous response survives the onslaught of US 
imperialism and the regimes it armed. Women’s revolutionary praxis, which 
combined a willingness to envision the end to patriarchy with their fight 
for socialism, provides a compass for our times.”
ELISABETH ARMSTRONG, author of Bury the Corpse of Colonialism: 
The Revolutionary Feminist Conference of 1949

THE MAKING OF 
REVOLUTIONARY 
FEMINISM  
IN EL SALVADOR

Diana Carolina Sierra Becerra
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Latin America has experienced an unprecedented expansion of 
LGBTQ+ rights in recent decades. Although obstacles remain 
for LGBTQ+ citizens, countries such as Uruguay and Argentina 
have become world leaders in enacting LGBTQ+ rights, and 
public opinion has shifted dramatically toward more positive 
sentiments. What underlies these shifting attitudes? Drawing on 
both survey data and interviews, we describe multiple processes 
by which individuals move from prejudice and rejection to 
tolerance and acceptance. We show that attitude change 
is often slow and gradual, and that explaining these trends 
requires attention to both macrolevel forces and individual 
experiences. In Latin America, a boom in international tourism 
created economic incentives for tolerance; broad shifts in 
demographics and the media landscape created openings for 
people to reconsider what a family looks like; and societies 
grappling with human rights abuses were more receptive to 
appeals for protecting LGBTQ+ rights as human rights. 

About the Series
From campaigns and elections to 
policymaking and political conflict, gender 
pervades every facet of politics. Elements 
in Gender and Politics features carefully 
theorized, empirically rigorous scholarship 
on gender and politics. The Elements both 
offer new perspectives on foundational 
questions in the field and identify  
and address emerging research areas. 

Series Editors
Tiffany D. Barnes 
University of Texas 
at Austin

Diana Z. O’Brien 
Washington 
University in St. 
Louis

Gender and 
Politics

ISSN 2753-8117 (online)
ISSN 2753-8109 (print)

Towards Tolerance 
and Acceptance

Mariela Daby  
and Eli G. Rau

Cover image: oxygen / Moment / Getty images 
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Leading research in 
Latin American Studies
from Cambridge

Find out more about Latin American Studies from Cambridge 
by visiting cambridge.org/LatinAmericanStudiesHub

Browse our latest Journals in Latin American Studies, including:

The Latin American Research Review (LARR) publishes 
original research and review essays on Latin America, the 
Caribbean, and Latina/Latino studies. LARR covers the 
social sciences and the humanities, including the fields of 
anthropology, economics, history, literature and cultural 
studies, political science, and sociology.

LARR, the academic journal of the Latin American Studies 
Association, has been in continuous publication since 1965.

To find out how to submit your paper, subscribe, and to learn 
more about the Journal, please visit cambridge.org/larr
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Desde finales del año pasa-
do, cuando el fiscal general,
Néstor Humberto Martínez,
empezó a recibir información
sobre las andanzas del jefe de
la Unidad Anticorrupción de
la Fiscalía, Gustavo Moreno
Rivera –nuevo en el cargo–, or-
denó una investigación que

ayer llevó a la detención del
funcionario, atendiendo una
circular roja de Interpol origi-
nada en una orden de captura
emitida en Estados Unidos.
Según fuentes del ente inves-

tigador, los encargados del ca-
so lograron establecer que Mo-
reno y el abogado Luis Pinilla

Gómez le habrían pedido un
millón de dólares al exgoberna-
dor de Córdoba Alejandro
Lyons para frenarle investiga-
ciones por corrupción.
Al ser detenido en su ofici-

na,Moreno fue notificado de la
petición de extradición
en su contra.

ÍNDICE

P. 4

Galería. Diez
de los
solteros
millonarios
más
codiciados
del mundo.

Video. Entre
lágrimas,
niña abraza
a hombre
que la liberó
del Estado
Islámico.

Viene para esta
sociedad la oportunidad
soñada de vencer los
radicalismos en las
urnas, pero sin seguir
atados al odio, sin
perder la vida en la
desazón de la
guerra.

Editorial

De ahora
en adelante debes saber

deportes ..... 10
economía
indicadores ... 2
debes leer
opinión ......... 17
debes hacer
cines .............. 5
monos .......... 12
clasificados
empleos ......... 1

La orga-
nización
guerrillera
de las Farc,
que empe-
zó a existir

oficialmente el 27 de mayo
de 1964, les dio ayer el adiós
definitivo a los fusiles, que
causaron tanto dolor duran-
te cinco décadas, para con-
vertirse en partido político
democrático.
“No le fallamos a Colom-

bia, hoy dejamos las ar-
mas”, resaltó el máximo je-
fe de las Farc, Rodrigo Lon-
doño, Timochenko, en el ac-
to en Mesetas –Meta– que
cerró la entrega del 40 por
ciento restante del arma-
mento que llegó a las zonas
veredales de la guerrilla.
Según el reporte de laMi-

sión de laONU, 6.803 guerri-
lleros concentrados en esas
zonas entregaron 7.132 ar-
mas “personales y colecti-
vas”. Jean Arnault, jefe de
laMisión, destacó que se en-
tregaron más armas por
combatiente que en varios
procesos verificados inter-
nacionalmente.
El presidente Santos le

ofreció a Londoño un fusil
AK-47 convertido en pala,
dijo que el desarme hacía
aún más irreversible la paz
y agregó: “Por lograr este
día ha valido la pena ser
presidente de Colom-
bia”.

Adiós a las Farc

SALUD

Se vieron 500 camisetas
que decían: ‘Nuestra única
arma será la palabra’. P. 4

Fase va hasta el primero de
agosto. Arsenal valdría más
de US$ 3 millones P. 5

Los alimentos que
ayudan a mantener
sana la
dentadura.

El exalcalde de Guatapé
Elmer Gustavo Arismendy
Flórez y dos excandidatos
al concejo de ese municipio
figuran entre los 10 socios
de la empresa propietaria
de El Almirante, la barca
que se hundió en aguas de
la represa el fin de semana
pasado, con saldo de 6muer-
tos y 2 desaparecidos.
Los aspirantes al cabildo

que aparecen en la lista de
socios son Humberto de Je-
sús Vallejo, quien se postu-
ló por el Partido Conserva-
dor en el 2011, y Wilder Ale-
jandro Marín, quien se pre-
sentó por el Centro Demo-
crático en el 2015. Ambos
candidatos también figu-
ran como beneficia-
rios del Sisbén.

La nave sobrevoló la
sede del Tribunal
Supremo. Minutos
antes, su piloto
apareció en un video
declarándose en
rebeldía contra el
régimen del presidente
Nicolás Maduro,
quien aseguró no
descartar tomar
las armas si el
chavismo sale del
poder. Archivo particular

Paz

Organización guerrillera entregó finalmentemás de 7.000 armas. Ahora inicia su conversión en
partido político. El proceso de paz se hacemás irreversible, destacó el presidente Santos.

TRAGEDIA EN GUATAPÉ

P. 10
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Santa Fe empató 1-1
con Fuerza Amarilla
en la Suramericana
estrenando técnico.
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HABRÍA PEDIDO UN MILLÓN DE DÓLARES A EXGOBERNADOR

NADA ENLODÓ LA
PAZ EN BUENAVISTA

Guy Pearce
encarna ahora a
un activista pro
derechos civiles.

Políticos
están
detrás
de barco
hundido

Fiscal anticorrupción, al borde de
extradición por enredo de coimas

Al estrechar las manos frente a Jean Arnault, de la Misión de la ONU, Santos y Timochenko sellaron el histórico desarme. Delante de ellos, el fusil convertido en pala. Presidencia

LA EXTRACCIÓN DE
ARMAS COMENZÓ

DIENTES
REFLEJAN
EXCESOS EN
LA COMIDA

HELICÓPTERO
AMENAZA TSJ
EN PROTESTA
EN CARACAS

Latin American Resources 
from East View

Ask us about these collections and more at East View’s booth in the 
LASA Exhibit Hall or visit our website: eastview.com/latin-america 

Learn more at eastview.com/
latin-america

Turn to East View for primary source materials 
supporting research on critical social, 
economic, and demographic trends.

 » El Caribe Digital Archive  
from Dominican Republic (1956–2021) 

 » El Comercio Digital Archive  
from Peru (1839–2023)

 »  El Imparcial Digital Archive OPEN ACCESS 
from Puerto Rico (1918–1972)

 »  NEW! El Tiempo Digital Archive  
from Colombia (2005–2025)

 »  Jornal de Debates Digital Archive OPEN ACCESS 
from Brazil (1946–1948) 

 »  COMING SOON! La Hora Digital Archive OPEN ACCESS   
from Uruguay (1963–1971)

 »  Noticias Graficas Digital Archive OPEN ACCESS 
from Argentina (1943–1950)

 » Prensa Libre Digital Archive  
from Guatemala (1951–2021)

Featured Titles from Global Press Archive®

learn more at eastview.com/gpa

Global Census Archive®

learn more at eastview.com/gca

Contact info@eastview.com for 
more information or trial access

 » Official census publications for 50 countries in the region
• 460+ censuses – 9,400+ items – over 2 million pages
• Content from 1565–2023, with most from as early as the 1860s to 

current, including multiple censuses from the 2020 census round
• New content constantly being added

 » Tabular data for over 6,000 items
• Over 1,000 tables in xls format from 2010 and 2020 census rounds

 » GIS census datasets for 19 countries, 38 datasets total
• Includes Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica,  

Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala,  
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru,  
Uruguay and Venezuela.
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The Language of the 
Conquerors
When Amerindians Spoke Latin 
in Sixteenth-Century Mexico
Serge Gruzinski
Translated by Nancy Erber

“Rapidly mastering the languages of the 
conquerors brought new speakers to reinvent how and what to tell, in 
writing. This groundbreaking book is not just a history of hegemonic 
alphabetization, or of indigenous resistance to Latin and Spanish. It’s 
a history of that active reinventing, one that becomes inspirational well 
beyond the early modern times.”
Alessandra Russo, Columbia University, author of A New Antiquity

February 2026 | Paperback 978-1-5095-6523-8 | £13.99 | €19.99 | $28.95

Aimé Césaire
Inventor of Souls
Jane Hiddleston
In this essential new account of his life and 
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